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any one unless he was spoken to; and he felt it
difficult to begin now upon the subject which had
brought him to the compound. Silindu paid no at-
tention to him. Babun sat there unable to begin,
listening to the sounds of the women in the hut.
At last he said:
"Silindu, I have come to speak to you about your
daughter Punchi Menika."
Silindu remained quite still: he apparently had
not heard. Babun touched him on the arm.
"I am talking of your daughter, Silindu, Punchi
Menika."
Silindu turned and looked at him.
"The girl is in the house. What have you to do
with her?"
"I want you to listen to me, Silindu, for there is
much to say, I have watched the girl from the
headman's compound, and a charm has come upon
me. I cannot, eat or sleep for thinking of her. So
I said to my sister and my sister's husband, 'It is
time for me to take a wife, and now I will bring
this girl into the compound.' But they were very
angry, for they want to marry me to a woman of
Kotegoda, because of the land which she would
bring as dowry. To-night they abused me, and there
was a quarrel. I have left their compound. Now I